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Voi. XV. 


Paysatix Distemper VAacoin 


It was suggested a short time since that some well 
arranged experiments should be undertaken for the 
urpose of deciding whether veterinarians possessed 
a really reliable preventive for distemper in dogs. 
We consented to form a Committee for the pur- 
pose and to carry out the experiments if funds for 
the purpose could be raised. So far the veterinary 
profession has not been appealed to, and only a 
limited attempt has been made to feel the pulse of 
the dog-owners. 
The following subscriptions have bzen received :— 
A. J. Sewell, Esq. 


0 
H. M. Singleton, Esq. 20 0 
Per A.J. 8S. 5 0 0 
A. Wilson, Esq. 200 
Lord Fitzhardinge 20 0 
Colonel Joynson 10 0 

0 


W. H. A. Wharton, Esq. 2 0 

Some promises of help have also been made but we 
require at least £50 to cover the expenses of an investi- 
gation which would probably extend to a term of three 
months. Those practitioners who make the diseases of 
dogs a prominent part of their practice would certainly 
be pleased to know whether they could recommend 
with some certainty the use of a preventive, and they 
have now an opportunity of assisting the solution of the 
problem. Every subscriber may join the Committee 
and so not only promote a little scientific advance but 

ve his say in the details of the work. An experi- 
ment of this kind is liable to very many accidental errors, 
and someone expert in experimental research must be 
looked to for guidance. -We are pleased to say that 
Professor M’Fadyean has kindly promised any assistance 
he can give. We have also secured suitable premises 
where no dog has ever been and where none, save those 
selected, can obtain admission. 

It is hoped to commence work about the middle of 
March. Our publishers will receive and acknowledge 
any subscriptions that practitioners may care to forward. 


CotoneL Lone anp THE A.V.D. 


One of our correspondents recently referred to the 
Potatment in South Africa of an Artillery Colonel as 
qr of Veterinary are, and seemed to justify 
Pe Proceeding by stating that improvements in build- 
ma food, materials and horses followed the appoint- 
on believe this isa fact, but it is no justification. 
and it exhibits most clearly the ridiculous 

Unpractica position of the Department. 

wy improvement obtained by Colonel Long had 
asked *ctapted by the veterinary officers. They had 
horas everything he obtained. They asked in vain 
veterine no one paid any attention to the requests of a 
A officer. When a combatant officer made re- 
AV >. © was attended to. It is a gross insult to the 
was wanted oe that its members did not know what 
Were igng they neglected to ask for it. They 
authority, ey were held responsible and denied 


RHEUMATIC ARTHRITIS IN YOUNG STOCK. 
By R. O. F. Srewart, M.R.C.V.S. 


That this disease is of infective origin there can be 
little or no doubt, and due to the introduction of a 
toxin into the system through some breach of surface 
or normal aperture. Amalgamated, one may say, 
with this condition we have always had the designa- 
tion ‘‘ Rheumatism,” aterm which is associated with 
a variety of conditions, and although these exhibit 
various symptoms according to the distribution of 
the virus, are to be looked upon as resulting from a 
definite morbid process. In our patients the patho- 
logical conditions assume more the form ofa local, 
attenuated, septicaemia, and carrying with it all the 
features of infective disease. From time to time 
various theories have been promulgated, and numer- 
ous investigations carried out by pathologists con- 
cerning rheumatic fever in man, but without any 
definite results. More recently in 1898, Triboulet 
described a micrococcus, and a year later Payne and 
Poynton carried out extensive experiments regarding 
the organisms associated with the morbid lesions of 
rheumatic fever, and their specific action when intro- 
duced into the system of animals. Those experi- 
ments resulted in the discovery of the micrococcus in 
18 cases of this disease, and they naturally conclude 
that it is the specific, causal agent of the malady. 
It is asserted that the same micro-organism is also 
fovnd in chorea, which when introduced into the 
system of animals produces typical attacks of acute 
rheumatism, identically the same as produced by 
rheumatic fever culture, the symptoms and post- 
mortem appearances varying with the strength of 
the inoculation. 

In Drs. Beatton and Walker’s experiments in 
animals it was found that on the introduetion of a 
small dose of the original organisms of culture from 
the joints acute arthritis followed, affecting pro- 
bably one, but more usually metastatic passing from 
one joint to another, and asa rule tending to recovery 
and usually affecting the knee, ankle, and wrists. 
Now these latter manifestations of the disease simu- 
late closely ‘‘ joint ill’? as commonly seen in calves, 
and there can be little doubt that the micrococcus 
which gains admittance into the animal’s system is 
in a modified or attenuated form, as it is but rarely 
we find the more aggravated and acute symptoms in 
our patients which generally accompany or follow 
rheumatic arthritis in the human subject. It has 
also been found that by the introduction of moderate 
large doses of the micrococci inoculations that death 
may ensue in from three to seven days, or on the 
other hand may be prolonged until three weeks, in 
which cases the post-mortem reveals blood-stained 


| 
| 
| 
¢ 
e 
A 
ir 
ip 
y 
‘ 
lo 
I 
ng 
ly 
or 
ne 
at 
| 
| 
rat 
| 
| 
or, 
| 

| 

| 

| 


506 THE VETERINARY RECORD February 14, 1903 


fluid in the pericardial sac, and occasionally in the 
chest cavity, while in the joints and under the sheaths 
of the tendons a turbid, milky fluid is found. 

In young stock where we invariably find this 
disease, one would naturally turn to the umbilicus 
as being the most favoured medium for the introduc- 
tion of any ‘toxin,’ especially so in stock located 
under insanitary conditions ; nevertheless, we see it 
occur in animals housed under what appears to 
casual observance fairly good surroundings ; and 
then, again, it is in many cases conspicuous by its 
absence among young animals where the litter, 
drainage, etc., leaves much to be desired. From its 
course in the human subject it appears that the joints 
act as a pabulum and generating factory from whence 
the organism is disseminated throughout the system, 
and there is abundant proof to show that by opera- 
ting on the affected joints and by removing the toxic 
fluid that the symptoms speedily subside, and a 
happy recovery follows, and this after the failure of 
a regular course of the Salicylate and other anti- 
rheumatic treatment. 

It is unnecessary to add that in such operations 
the greatest antiseptic precautions are absolutely 
necessary, precautions which, in the ordinary routine 
of country practice, would be a huge obstacle to the 
favourable result of a valuable and highly scieatific 
operation. 


THE ORGANISATION OF THE A.V.D. 


Before touching on the grievances of the Army 
Veterinary Department—a subject which at the pre- 
sent time is agitating the minds of a large number 
of the members of the veterinary profession—I should 
like to point out the position of the Army Veterinary 
Department as it is at present organised. 

I notice that great stress has been laid by many 
civilian veterinary surgeons on the inability of 
veterinary officers to punish men who are placed 
under them. This is a matter which I think needs 
explanation, as the non-commissioned officers and 
men are only lent, if I may use the term, for duty at 
the infirmary stables. 

Let me point out what I mean:—A Veterinary 
Officer is detailed for duty with a cavalry regiment, 
or with some other unit, say RA., R.E., ete. He 
joins his station and finds he has told off as his staff 
(lent) a Farrier-Major, one Corporal and four men in 
a cavalry regiment. The Farrier-Major acts as assis- 
tant to the Veterinary Officer and is in turn himself 
assisted by the Sergeant-Farrier on duty ; the Corporal 
sees that the men groom and feed the horses ete., 
and the four men look after 12 sick horses. If a 
station where there is Royal Artillery, Royal 
Engineers, etc., the farriers of these units are the 
Veterinary Officer’s assistants, in the way of seeing 
that his orders are carried out as to treatment, ad- 
ministering of medicinesete. An Infirmary in peace 
times at home can be run very fairly on these lines, 
but what happens when the mounted branches take 
the field? The men usually employed at the Infirm- 
ary stables have to join the ranks, as they are fight- 
ing men, and the Veterinary Officer is left with a 
Farrier-Major only ; necessarily there is 2 breakdown 


and the Veterinary Officer is blamed for what js 
really not his fault, but the fault of the present 
system. 

It is quite true that it is not in the power of a 
Veterinary Officer to punish a man for any fault 
committed by him while on duty at the sick lines, 
and this can be easily understood, because, as I have 
said before, the men belong to a mounted unit and 
are for all matters of discipline under the officer 
commanding the unit, and there is nothing a con. 
batant officer is more jealous of than an inter. 
ference in any way with his power over his men. 

With regard to the question of compound titles— 
so long as the Army Veterinary Department remains 
as it isat present, it is, I am afraid, absolutely use. 
less to expect the War Office ‘authorities to abolish 
the prefix. The officers of the Department have no 
men to command, and are therefore unlike other 
commissioned officers; some distinction is con- 
sidered necessary, hence the prefix ‘‘ Veterinary.” It 
was the same with the Army Medical Department, 
until they were formed into a Corps and had their 
own men the abolition of the prefix was refused, but 
once the Royal Army Medical Corps was formed 
compound titles were unnecessary. 

Having been convinced for a long time of the 
necessity for re-organisation of the Army Veterinary 
Department I, some months ago, drew up a few sug- 
gestions for the formation of a subordinate Veter- 
nary Corps. Copies of the suggestions were sent to 
a number of people in authority, capable of judging, 
and my suggestions were very favourably criticised, 
but I was told nothing could be done till after the 
war. Now that the war is over I think the time 
has arrived for the Army Veterinary Department t 
be formed into a Corps (capable of expansion in time 
of war) and if my suggestions were carried out the 
Army Veterinary Service and the Army as well would 
benefit considerably. The concessions asked for in 
paragraphs 1, 2, and 8 in the letter to the War Off 
from the Council would thus be granted. 

Now that I am referring to this letter sent by the 
Council of the College in June last, may I be per- 
mitted to point out that paragraphs 3 and 6 ate 
rather contradictory. Paragraph 3 complains thal 
a combatant officer was made Inspector of Veterinary 
Hospitals in South Africa. Now, without without 
for a moment wishing to uphold such an appoint: 
ment, I should like to point out tbat the Army 
Veterinary Department during the war was under 
manned, and every available officer was required for 
purely professional duties. I would also remind you 
that the veterinary hospitals formed in South Afries 
had a very large number of men attached to them 0 
special duty and so removed from their regimen: 
discipline was essential, and the veterinary 00 
having no authority in this direction a com’ 
officer was bound to be employed for this duty. 

Paragraph 5 complains that a veterinary ° 
was not allowed to be taken from his mney 
work at a time when every available veterinary a. 
geon was needed, in order to perform the duties 
combatant officer by being appointed as A.D.O. 


General. 
Thus, while in one place it is a matter of comp he 


that a combatant officer is called in to 
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Veterinary Department, presumably because it is so 
short-handed, in another paragraph it is a grievance 
because a veterinary officer is not allowed to be taken 
from his undermanned department to do duty as 
a combatant officer. Is this quite consistent ? 

I quite agree that our graduates are not treated 
in as liberal a manner as those of the medical pro- 
fession, but I think this would soon be remedied if 
the Army Veterinary Department were re-formed. 

I am also of opinion that Veterinary-Majors after 
25 years’ service should be promoted to the rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel, that Administrative Veterinary 
Officers should have the rank of Colonel and hold 
the appointment for five (5) years only, and that the 
Director-General should rank as Major-General. 
This was proposed some years ago, when a move- 
ment was on foot for improving the pensions of 
veterinary officers, but was struck out by the mem- 
bers of the Department on the Committee working 
the scheme. 

lalso agree that the present pensions are inade- 
quate and that an improvement should be made in 
them. The rates of pay, too, in India are in decided 
need of improvement. 

In conclusion, may I be permitted to say a few 
words in praise of the system of working the Army 
Veterinary Department in India—a system organised 
by Colonel Oliphant and which was on its introduc- 
tion into that country opposed by everybody; a 
system which though far from perfect yet saved the 
Army Veterinary Department from utterly collapsing 
when it sent its Field Veterinary Hospitals to South 


Africa. 
J. A. Woops. 
October, 1902. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 
Suecestions ror Re-OrGANISATION. 


1. The Army Veterinary Department to have a 
small subordinate corps and an organisation of its 
own, independently of units, to whom the officers of 
the department are now attached. 

2. A station veterinary hospita! to be formed at 
- station having sufficient mounted troops, and 

tanch hospitals elsewhere where necessary. 


staff of a station veterinary hospital to con- 


Army Veterinary Corps. 

1 Veterinary Officer in charge. 

1 Junior Veterinary Officer. 

1 Quartermaster-Sergeant (to be promoted to 
Sergeant-Major, a suggested new warrant 
tank, after three years’ satisfactory service, 
if qualified). 

Tgeant to be promoted to Quartermaster- 
Sergeant after 8 years. 
tgeant-Farrier, 
men for every 100 horses of establishment of 
The vars in the station. 
ot the om rinaty Officer in charge to be on the staff 
cer or General Officer Commanding at the 


station, the senior in the district holding a similar 
position with reference to the General Officer com- 
manding. 

4. The staff of branch hospitals to consist of : 


Army Veterinary Corps. 


1 Veterinary Officer in charge. 
1 Corporal and 1 shoeing-smith. 
2 men per 100 horses, as above. 

The Veterinary Officer to be on the staff of the 
officer commanding the station, but working in mat- 
ters of departmental administration under the 
Veterinary Officer in charge of the nearest station 
veterinary hospital within the same district. 

5. The cost of the Corps to be met by a corres- 
ponding reduction in the establishment of mounted 
units. 

6. The men to be selected from soldiers who have 
served three or seven years with a mounted corps and 
are willing to re-engage to complete 21 years, on the 
same lines as the Military Mounted Police. 

7. Uniform—a plain working dress with carbine, 
bandolier, haversack and wz-ter bottle. 

8. The men to be attached for rations and quarters 
to the nearest corps ; for discipline under their own 
officers. 

9. Pay of privates to be two pence a day more 
than in cavalry—an attraction to steady married 
soldiers. 

10. If the horses in a hospital exceed 5 per 100 
horses, regimental orderlies to be attached in the pro- 
portion of two men to five horses. : 

il. The complete equipment of as many Field 
Veterinary Hospitals as may be thought necessary in 
the general mobilisation scheme to be maintained at 
the various hospitals, the men of the Army Veteri- 
nary Corps being duly detailed to their posts in case 
of mobilisation. 

12. Farriers and shoeing establishment of units to 
be maintained and employed as at present. Veteri- 
nary officers to be responsible for their instruction in 
simple veterinary work In war the whole to accom- 
pany their regiment in the field. 

13. The Senior Veterinary Officer of each district 
should exercise supervision over all veterinary officers 
of Auxiliary Forces in the district during the time 
they are undergoing their annual training, or in the 
event of mobilisation, and should as far as possible 
have them instructed in matters connected with 
veterinary duties in the field, and the organisation of 
Field Veterinary Hospitals. 

There would then be a body of trained veterinary 
officers available for duty at any time. 

J. A. Woops. 


September, 1901. 


Dr. Gregg Wilson, Professor of Natural History at 
the University of Belfast, and formerly Professor of 
Biology at the Royal Dick Veterinary College, was on 
Friday, Feb. 6th, presented by the staff and students of 
that institution with a silver inkstand asa mark of con- 
gratulation upon his appointment to Belfast, and as a 
token of the esteem in which he was always heid while 
amongst them.— Weekly Scotsman. 


| 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


TREATMENT oF Resprratory DisEAsES WITH OXYGEN. 
By Dr. Torprrr, of Berlin, Veterinary Surgeon to 
the Royal stables. 

(Continued from p. 496) 


From all adducible physiological data it may be 
accepted that oxygen under high pressure can actu- 
ally be taken up in increased quantities by the blood. 
The strengthening of the respiratory movements and 
the heightened innervation of the heart, as well as 
the general sedative effect of oxygen inhalation on 
the nervous centres are well established (according to 
Rosenthal) even although physiological investiga- 
tions thereon are not yet concluded. 

But the therapeutic value of Oxygen inhalations 
are not wholly dependent upon the physiological re- 
sults obtained on the normal individual, but on 
therapeutic experiment and the experiences of sick 
subjects. 

In human medicine undoubted successes have been 
obtained by oxygen therapy. 

1. In poisoning.—In CO. poisoning oxygen acts 
gradually as an antidate, and further in alcoholic 
poisoning, poisonings through the gases of mines 
and in tunnels. 

Giersberg, Director of the Fire Brigade in Berlin, 
constructed an oxygen apparatus by means of which 
rooms filled with smoke can be entered, and this 
apparatus has won world-wide fame. Also in 
methemoglobin poisonings (Brat), in severe mor- 
phia poisoning (Michaelis), in strychnine poisoning 
(Rosenthel and Laube) good results have been 
obtained. George Meyer recommended oxygen in- 
halations for ‘‘drunks,” and Wohlgemuth called 
attention to the value of oxygen in chloroform 
narcosis. 

2.—In those dyspneeic states arising from stenosis 
of the upper air passages, especially in certain 
bronchitic patients, in emphysuma of the lungs and 
asthma. In pnenmonia and pleuritis no noteworthy 
effect of oxygen inhalation on dyspnea was noticed. 
In phthisis oxygen inhalations were used to relieve 
the struggle with death. Its effect is especially 
prominent on a weak heart. 

As a new thing Professor Dr. Gertner, of Vienna, 
has used intravenous oxygen infusions with good 
results. 

The employment of oxygen inhalations to combat 
the illnesses of animals is new. 

Occasion for the employment of oxygen in veteri- 
nary medicine was found by Dr. Kantorowicz who 
used it as Wohlgemuth had done before him in 
human medicine. He proved it of value in chloro- 
form narcosis in dogs, and he communicated his 
experiences to an assembly of naturalists in Munich, 
and later to the Veterinary Society of Berlin before 
whom he also conducted experiments. Asa result 
of the discussion arising on this subject attention 
was called to experimenting with oxygen inhalations 
ps the treatment of inflammation of the lungs in 

ogs. 

Kinsal, of Lucerne, related pronounced successes 


by injection of oxygen into the udders of cows ill 
with milk fever. 

Professor Dr. Eberlein was the first man who 
brought these theoretical deliberations into practice 
in the treatment of chest affections. He treated 
three horses very ill with lung disease at a brewery 
near here with oxygen inhalations and had much 
success. He also had the kindness to place his 
assistant, Veterinary Surgeon Silbersiepe, at my dis- 
posal on my first employing oxygen inhalation. Both 
gentlemen have my warmest thanks. 

The oxygen for the treatment of the sick horses 
was obtained from the oxygen manufactory, Berlin, 
Although there are different methods of manufactur. 
ing oxygen it is still interesting to learn shortly 
those employed in the manufactory here.—Ex. Ber. 
liner Thierérzt Woch. 

G, M. 


(To be continued.) 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting and dinner took place at the 
Hotel Metropole. Leeds, on Friday, January 30th, Mr. 
R. C. Thomson, Doncaster, president, was in the chair, 
and the attendance of members and honorary associates 
included Principal W. O. Williams, Edinburgh, Messrs. 
G. E. Bowman, H. G. Bowes, hon. sec., W. Crawford, 
W. F. Greenhalgh, A. W. Mason, A. McCarmick, and 
Frank Somers, Leeds ; J. McKinna, Hudderstield ; J. E. 
Scriven (hon. treas.) Tadcaster ; J. Atcherley and T. 
Barker, Harrogate ; J. Clarkson, Garforth ; S. Chambers, 
Kirkheaton ; R. Cockburn, Eastwood, Notts ; J. Cooke, 
Scarboro’ ; P. Deighton, Selby ; J. A. Hodgman, Barns- 
ley ; H. J. Parkin, Doncaster ; H. Snarry, York ; 
Whitehead, Batley ;and A. H. Watson, Pudsey. Amongst 
the visitors were Principal Dewar, Edinburgh ; F. 
Liddle, Hull; B. A. McQuire, E. Child, and G. E 
Hamilton, Leeds ; H. Cooper, Sheffield ;and G. H. Bar 
ber, Holmfirth. 

Letters of regret at inability to be present were 
announced by the Secretary from Profs. Pritchard, 
M’Fadyean, Penberthy, McCall, Mettam, Messrs. Wo. 
Hunting, Col. Steel, Major Woods, Hughes, Locke, 
Dobbing, Awde, Pollock, Standley, Chambers, Danvers 
J. Abson, J. Lloyd, J. S. Carter, A. Ellison, F. Hallilay, 
and T. Pratt. 

Major Woods, in his letter, asked that the paper which 
he had prepared should be left off the agenda paper, 
the time was now inopportune following the sitting 0 the 
War Office Committee. 

A communication was also read by the Secretary from 
the South Durham and North Yorkshire Association 
acknowledging the receipt of the resolution sent by the 
Yorkshire Society relative to the status of the Army 
veterinary surgeons, and saying that they had forw 
a similar resolution to the Secretary of State for War 
to the local Members of Parliament. 


THE SPANTON CASE. 

The letter from the War Office (copies of which have 
already appeared) was likewise laid before the meeting, 
The PRrestpent : I think we shall have to calmly 
down under the circumstances. ‘self intd 

Mr. Mason: Lam afraid that it resolves itse 
this—that the King can do no wrong. + the 
matter. e shall now have to let it rest. a 

After a few observations from Principal Williams the 
question was allowed to drop. 
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On the motion of Mr. McCarmick, Mr. F. G. Liddle 
was nominated a member. 

The Secretary of the Sanitary Institute wrote remind- 
ing the Society of the holding of the annual Congress at 
Bradtord next July, and trusting that they would send 


delegates. 
Mr. Mason pro , Mr. McKinna seconded, and it 


was agreed that the matter be brought forward at the 
April meeting. 
INTERESTING CASES. 


Mr. CHAMBERS mentioned a case of scirrhous cord 
which had come under his own observation. He said he 
had a patient, a black harness gelding, six years old, 15 
hands 1 inch high, which he had ‘operated upon for 
scirrhous of the cord. The enlargement was removed 
as high up as the inguinal ring and when expecting a 
cure, the enlargement having considerably lessened, the 
animal gradually became very lame of the limb on the 
side affected, which led to examination per rectum. He 
discovered a pronounced enlargement extending upwards 
from brim of pelvis, and painful to pressure. The owner 
had already been at considerable expense and there was 
still the internal treatment by use of potassium iodide 
left. He should like some information as to whether in 
a case of this sort there was a reasonable chance of 
recovery. He had advised the owner already not to add 
further expense, but to destroy him. 

Mr. BowmaN said the case cited appeared to be a very 
bad one. Last year he castrated a horse, and, apparently, 
itdid very well. Afteratime the animal showed signs 
of lameness. There was nothing to see ; the horse lived 
for months, and died. Ona post-mortem we found a 
tumour weighing between two and three stones, and it 
was marvellous to him how the animal had lived. The 
horse was castrated by the iron. 

Mr. Clarkson had a case of a colliery pony. He 
put it - the potassium iodide treatment, and it did 
very well. 

Principal Wi~trams did not think there was much 
doubt about it being either actinomycosis or bothriomy- 
cosis. 

Mr. Cooke recalled a specimen ‘which he had exhibited 
before the members, adding that on several occasions 
he had dealt with scirrhous cord with the best results. 

Principal Dewar said the method of castration had a 
great deal to do with the formation of scirrhous cord. 

The PRESIDENT said thet for 25 years he had always 

the iron. 

Mr. Detcuton had always castrated with the old 
fashioned clam. When he did it himself he never had 
scitthous cord, but sometimes when he left it to pupils 
It occurred. 

Principal Dewar cited a peculiar case of ectopia 
cardis in a three months calf which was at his college 
at the present time. The heart is outside of the thoracic 
cavity,and can be taken in the hands and lifted up, 
health to be surrounded only by the skin. The calf is 
pad and the history of the parents is good. As far 
4 — Dewar can make out, this is the fifth case 

Suc a animal living more than a few months. 
th ' VEIGHTON remembered a similar case. They fed 

ecalf, and sold it for £4 10s. 


THE TREATMENT oF DISTEMPER. 


introduced the subject of the vaccination 
marke distemper, with Phisalix’ vaccine, re- 
sufficiess. at he had only vaccinated a few dogs, not 
On Dee hes form a decided opinion as to its efficacy. 
four, with ath last he vaccinated two pups of a litter of 
itter, on 2c.cs of the vaccine, the other two of the 
days 1 ne was sold and the other had a broken leg a few 
the aight ne? so he left it until later. Unfortunately 

ore the vaccination a pup was allowed to 


run with them which was just recovering from the 
disease, by the owner and without Mr. Bowe’s know- 
ledge. Both pups only reacted slightly, and the one 
which took least developed the disease in about a fort- 
night, and although doing alright was left by the owner 
one night in a cold loose box, and a sharp frost coming 
on the pup was found dead in the morning. 

He then vaccinated the other pup with the 2nd vaccine 
with 2c.cs. That was 20 days after the first vaccine, 
and she reacted distinctly. About a fortnight after- 
wards this pup developed distemper but in a very mild 
form. It was only ill a few days and has since been 
alright. It was not strange that she should have 
developed the disease, as she had been exposed to infec- 
tion twice, viz., the night before the Ist vaccine, and 
again when her companion developed the disease. 

On December 23rd he vaccinated three pups, the one 
which had had a broken leg, a six weeks old one, and 
a six months old one. The two former he gave 2 c.cs. 
and the latter 3 c.cs. of the Ist vaccine. They none of 
them reacted very distinctly, and 11 days afterwards he 
gave the same quantities of the 2nd vaccine, to which 
they reacted more distinctly. None of these pups had 
since developed the disease, although exposed to infec- 
tion. The one with the fractured leg had since been 
living with the unvaccinated pup of the same litter, 
which he understood had a severe attack of distemper 
and in fact had not then recovered, but the vaccinated 
pup reminded quite healthy. 

He repeated that his cases were not numerous enough 
to base a decided opinion on, but were sufficiently 
promising to encourage him to persevere with it. He 
also added that in his cases the effect of the first 
vaccine had been so slight compared with the 2nd that 
he felt inclined to dispense with the 1st altogether. 

Mr. Snarry believed that the best way to proceed 
was to keep the puppies in one healthy place. He 
vaccinated a dog about two months ago. There was no 
reaction, but on the second occasion there was a distinct 
swelling which went away in afew days. He believed 
that if the manufacturers of the lymph got as clever as 
the Jenners with regard tosmall-pox it would be a good 
thing which would be worth bringing forward. In re- 
gard to the York and Ainstey Hounds it had been sug- 
gested that they should do the puppies before sending 
them out to be walked. 

Mr. WHITEHEAD said that an expert in his district 
would only have his dogs vaccinated with calf lymph, 
and the results were very satisfactory. ’ 

Mr. McKryna said that of seven dogs which he had 
vaccinated four contracted distemper and died. 


RHODESIAN CATTLE DISEASE. 


Principal WILLIAMs said that within the last few days 
he had received a communication from Mr. F. Hutchin- 
scn, a Yorkshireman now practicing as a veterinary sur- 
geon in Natal, under the Government. Mr. Hutchinson 
had been sent into Rhodesia tu investigate a disease 
which had been killing the cattle. The disease was 
supposed to be rinderpest, and the people had been 
adopting the usual method in outbreaks of rinderpest-— 
that was, inoculating the healthy animals with bile from 
the unhealthy animals. This inoculation seemed to give 
temporary immunity, but not a permanent immunity 
and the animals ultimately died of this seemingly 
mysterious disease. Mr. Hutchinson desired to know 
from him if the disease was the same as the one investi- 
gated by his late father in Jamaica, and found by him 
to be due to the inoculation of organisms by ticks. Mr. 
Hutchinson sent a slide of blood from a diseased ani- 
mal and on careful microscopical cxamination, in con- 
junction with Dr. Hunter on the previous day, he dis- 
covered the plasmodia which were always fourd in the 
various forms of malarial disease. 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


Mr. THompson said that since they had seen fit to 
make him their choice, he thought it his duty not 
only to themselves but also to the noble profession to 
which they were proud to belong, to submit to their 
decision by accepting the office. He would make an 
effort to occupy the position to the best of his ability, for 
if their profession was to advance and keep pace with 
other professions, each individual member, in whatever 
sphere he might be, and however little he might be able 
to do, must do his part since it was not so much by the 
efforts of the few brillliant individuals as by the com- 
bined work of the many that sound and satisfactory 
progress was made. ‘That was his justification of ap- 
pearing before them that afternoon as their President. 
Of course, in speaking of the veterinary profession his 
thoughts wandered back to the time when he began to 
practice, now some twenty-five years ago, and it was only 
natural that he should draw a comparison between their 
position then and the position in which they found 
themselves to-day. In those days he must say the treat- 
ment they adopted was to a great extent empirical. The 
staple drugs were much the same as those in general use 
at the present time, but their knowledge of them was 
based more upon the results of their own practical ex- 
perience than upon the rational acquaintance with their 
therapeutical actions, which they found to be the rule 
in current practice. A few new surgical operations had 
been added to the list—a few neurectomies, and one 
or two tenotomies—but as totheir utility it was not for 
him to discuss there. 

But, above all, their knowledge of bacteriology, a 
science which was then in its infancy, had increased 
and developed to such an extent that it had now come 
to take a foremost plage in their curriculum. Medical 
men were no longer averse to utilising the information 
which might be gathered from the study of the patho- 
logical and bacteriological affections of the lower ani- 
mals ; and the general public were gradually recognising 
the fact that there existed a close relationship between 
some of the diseases of man and of the lower animals. 
‘The result was that their calling was being looked upon, 
not only as of import to owners of animals, but also 
to the welfare of the community. Bacteriology had 
been the means of creating such subjects as preventi- 
tive medicine, hygiene, meat and milk inspection, and 
an important outcome had been the provision of re- 
sponsible and remunerative posts in the way of the 
various inspectorships offered now to members of the 

veterinary profession. It was his belief that the number 
of such posts would be greatly increased, and that there 
was a great future in store for the coming generation in 
that direction. In order to obtain a license to practice, 
veterinary students of to-day had to pass through a most 
protracted course of study, and he thought he conld 
safely say, without any fear of contradiction, that when 
they left College they had as comprehensive a grasp of 
the subjects which they professed, as the students of 
any other profession which could be named. Moreover, 
the standard set by the ee College of Surgeons is by no 
means a low one, for in addition to the pass percentage 
of marks being extremely high, viz., 45 per cent., every 
subject in the whole curriculum is a failing subject. 

When they remembered that an intending practitioner 

of human medicine might obtain the diplomas of the 

Royal Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, is by taking 

each of the examinations subsequent to the preliminar 
examination “ne-eonsang, he thought, if only throug 

the fact that their men were compelled to pass in all the 
subjects prescribed for each examination at one sitting, 
they might safely estimate their standard at 30 per cent. 
higher. The only matter which he regretted in this con- 
nection was the ge step recently taken by the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 


with regard to the preliminary examination which was 
now undoubtedly lowered. He regretted this step, be- 
cause he believed that if they were to keep up with the 
times and with other professions they must raise their 
standard according to the increased facilities which were 
presented to students. For instance, it would be absurd 
in these days when efficient and inexpensive education, 
both scientific and classical, was carried to the door of 
almost every boy, to expect only the same standard as 
that demanded from the country boy who, not many 
years ago, not uncommonly had to travel perhaps half a 
dozen miles in order to obtain an hour’s instruction 
in asubject, which he intended taking even in its elemen- 
at South Kensington. 

e are no longer without men who are capable of dis. 
cussing matters scientific with not only the great men of 
this country, but also with the greatest which other 
countries can produce. What better illustration have 
we of this than to have numbered amongst the three 
masters selected to address the whole of the London 
Congress on Tuberculosis, Principal M’Fadyean, of the 
Royal Veterinary College, whom we are proud tw be able 
to reckon as one of us. What more illustrious company 
could he have been in than that of Dr. Koch and Pro- 
fessor Brouardel? Socially, we have also gone ahead. 
As a profession we are but young, and although we 
might consider we are not receiving the recognition in 
some quarters—the Army Veterinary Department—to 
which we are justly entitled, we can still point toa 
few Knights and a fair number of Justices of the 
Peace, etc., whose names are to be found on our 
Register, and we are not without hope of adding to 
them an M.P. or two. Honours have certainly not been 
showered upon us, and we look in vain in the periodical 
lists for names which we justly expect amongst those 
who have rendered their country service, and find in- 
stead professional bacon-curers and such like. But our 
non-recognitioa in some quarters, I believe, is not to be 
attributed to a desir? on the a of others to ignore 
us, so much as to our own neglect in pushing forward 
our cause. What more flagrant case of coolly submit- 
ting to a miscarriage of justice to a profession could we 
have had than the appointment of Colonel Long to the 
post of Superintendent of Veterinary Hospitals in South 
Africa ? e have another such example in the Spanton 
case. Our Council are without doubt doing what they 
can in the matter, but the marvel to me is, why thos 
whose duty to their profession it was—those of us 1 
authority in the Army Veterinary Department—did not 
make a firm stand, sternly resent such an_unmitiga 
insult. Of the support of the British public they could 
have rested assured. Instead of that they sit tight, 
calmly consoled by the security of their own position. 
What we require in positions where there is frequently 
much professional status at stake are fighting, progres 
sive men who will vigorously oppose any attempt to 1D 
fringe the rights of their professional brethren, whether 
such infringement affects their own personal position oF 
not. But notwithstanding the little drawbacks mer 
tioned (the remedies for which I believe rest 10 i 
hands of members of our own profession) it is my can 
opinion that we are not the “back number ” that st 
of the despondent members would have us believe, . 
that our position compared with other on I 
most satisfactory. Of millionaires we have cor 
admit, but on the other hand the number of our of 
employed, and our members suffering from the strains 
povesty is insignificant, and this I consider by 1° 

etter test. port 

In conclusion the President appealed for the sup 
of every member of the Association during me hy who 
office. He sincerely hoped that every a i read & 
could spare the time for the preparation wou ‘ly octll 
paper, but those who found themselves too 
pied for that could at least relate accounts 0 
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cases which had come under their observation, whereby 
they might all ke interested and instructed. He thanked 
them for having elected him president of the Society, 
and“hoped that the present year would prove one the 
most successful in the history of the Association. 


(Applause.) 


On the motion of Mr. Mason, and seconded by Mr. 
McKinna, the President was accorded a hearty vote of 
thanks for his address. 


THE ANNUAL DINNER. 


The President was in the chair, and the company in- 
cluded most of those who attended the business meeting, 
in addition to Mr. W. Woods, of Wigan ; Mr. S. Whar- 
ham, of Leeds; Mr. E. Robinson, and Mr. Slater. 

After the loyal toasts had been honoured, the Presi- 
dent gave “The Navy and Imperial Forces,” to which 
Mr. Mason responded. He mentioned that the Presi- 
dent had been out to South Africa, and expressed the 
opinion that he would have the honour of wearing the 
South African ribbon on his breast. At a time of 
national danger the mother country and the Colonies rose 
to the occasion. 

Mr. CLARKSON next submitted “The Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons.” He said he regretted he could 
not help alluding to the financial condition of the 
College, but perhaps he saw a better light in the future. 
Unless the College was financially strong they, to a 
certain extent, would be weak. He did not, however, 
think they would be really strong until they had a Regis- 
tration Bill. So far as that part of the country was con- 
cerned they had a pretty good representation. He 
wished other districts in the North could say the same. 
It was, perhaps, one of the faults of the College that 
London was too well represented. At any time they 
could rally their forces and swamp a question. As a 
matter of fact, the town practitioner and the country 

practitioner did not run quite well in double harness. 

Principal WiLLIAMs, in responding to the toast, said 
they did not know that once he tried tosteal Mr. Clark- 
son, but he would not let him. Mr. Clarkson was once 
his pupil. Alluding to the question of raising money 
for furthering their work, Principal Williams pointed 
out that the great expense of the College was really in- 
curred in the defence and protection of the College, the 
assisting of its members, and the righting of their wrongs. 
As regarded the registration scheme, the great difficulty 
would be in regard to its being retrospective. There was 
4 proposition that in future candidates upon entering 

e profession, instead of paying a guinea fee, would be 
expected to pay something more—in all probability a 
very high “something more.” In some professions 
people had to pay a very substantial sum. Solicitors 
the supreme courts in Scotland had to pay some 

ree or four hundred pounds. In other professions the 
= Was very enormous compared with their small fee of 

—o He might say a few words about Parliamen- 

'y representation. There were two members of the 
&ssion who were willing and capable of being Mem- 
ann Parliament, but the difficulty was that they 
ud either have ty» be conservatives, liberals, or home 
~ here were no cross benches in the House of 
Yc He had a suggestion to make as regarded 
ey representation. If it were possible, in- 
rial » ping a secretary who had nothing but secre- 
thee to do, to have as secretary a retired member 

brn a aon who would receive a respectable salary, 
pene oats be no difficulty in getting him a permanent 
informe’ lobby, where he could gain the necessary 
method as to what was going forward. Surely that 
ha he thought, give them an unbiassed re- 

on, and would be more valuable than having a 


member sitting on either side of the House of Commons. 
He made this suggestion, not as President or as a mem- 
ber of the Council, but as a private individual. He was 
hopeful of good results from the inquiry by a committee 
as to the grievances of the Army Veterinary Depart- 
ment. 

Turning tothe Board of Agriculture, Principal Wil- 
liams said he considered the action of the authority in 
appointing veterinary surgeons as temporary specialists 
of swine fever was an injustice to the profession. These 
men travelled about and were made into swine fever 
mg by the Board of Agriculture. He was sure 
that if he became such a specialist he should not be 
much good if he wished to go into ordinary practice 

ain. Noman could be made into a specialist of this 
kind, and then expect to pick up his ordinary work. Men 
were engaged by the Board of Agriculture and might be 
dismissed at a month’s notice. His contention was that 
the Government had no right to employ a member of 
the veterinary profession, unless they made an arrange- 
ment whereby he was put on the permanent staff. He 
warned young men before accepting these appointments 
to carefully consider what would happen if after they 
had been under the Board of Agriculture three or four 
years no swine fever occurred in the country. They 
would have to start their professional lives seriously 
handicapped. He would suggest a course to the Board 
of Agriculture—that for every year they had a man they 
should give him a retiring allowance of £100, in addition 
to his salary. At the end of five years he could spend 
that accumulated allowance in purchasing a practice or 
re-educating himself. He was very much surprised 
at the recent action of the Board of Agriculture in regard 
to veterinarian appointments. The Board had no right 
to make fish of one and flesh of another They might 
have taken the “best” 50 men in the country, but he 
was prepared to say that there remained 50 men quite 
as good. Ifthe Board of Agriculture wished the pro- 
tession to help them with all their heart and soul they 
must recognise them al]. He said that every man was 
sufficiently good to be an inspector. (App.) 

Proposing “The Examiners,” Mr. Wharam said he 
looked forward to the time when the whole of the 
examiners would be composed of members of the veteri- 
nary profession. 

Mr. Woops responded. He did not know that there 
was much at the present time agitating the veterinary 
profession, though there had been a series of resolutions 
passed by the Council. One of them was directly aimed 
at the examiners. It was to the effect that it was in- 
advisable that any examiner should take any pupil for 
ashort term of pupilage before his examination. He 
could only say that he was heartily in sympathy with 
the resolution, and he was exceedingly sorry that any 
occasion should ever have happened to render necessary 
such a resolution. If the occasion had arisen it should 
be recognised and combated. In his inaugural address 
the President had referred to the entrance examination 
to colleges. Well he (Mr. Woods) believed that that 
examination had been slightly lowered, but probably 
he was in a company where that statement would be 
disputed, and he should not be in a position to contra- 
dict. They had grumbled as a profession that they had 
not veen received as gentlemen in the rgeq by gentle- 
men, and he thought that if they hoped to received 
among gentlemen as gentlemen it was necessary that 
their general education should be equal to that of other 

rofessions. It was necessary that that education should 
be imparted before students entered a veterinary college. 
Unless they had polish and politeness before entering 
the profession it was a very difficult matter to acquire 
them afterwards. He was particularly anxious that the 
education aspect of the profession should be discussed. 
He would almost say that a public school education was 
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necessary for a lad who was about to enter the profes- lJ. O’Brien, J. McKenny, and W. J. B. Devine (a 


sion. (App.) 

Mr. McKinna introduced the toast of “ The Veteri- 
nary Schools.” They had, he observed, good schools, 
but if they had the same State aid as was given on the 
Continent they would be much better. He had some 
degree of confidence that the Government of the coun- 
recognise -their worth and the position they 

eld. 

Principal Dewar first replied. He said he supposed 
he was divulging no secret when he stated that since the 
four years’ course and the higher preliminary examina- 
tion came into force it had been harder work for the 
schools to make both ends meet. They were, however, 
in hopes that better times were dawning for them, owing 
to the stimulus given to the profession by the South 
African war and the greater appreciation of the profes- 
sion by the public. ithin the last year or two there 
had, he thought, been more entries of students to the 
veterinary schools than for some time past. Notwith- 
standing Mr. McKinna’s kind words he did not think 
there was any veterinary school in the country which 
could be improved. If they had unlimited funds they 
could not give students better laboratory work than at 
the present time. The Continental schools were Govern- 
ment schools. He was afraid he must call upon the 
Yorkshire President to substantiate or withdraw the 
statement that there had been a retrogade step taken in 
regard to the preliminary examination. If anyone was 
to blame for what had been done no ong was more to 
blame than he. He had preached in ands out of season 
until the Council almost got weary of him. There had 
been a change with regard to one examination, but not 
with regard to the preliminary examination. There 
were some 50 examinations. The only examination that 
our students were in the habit of taking which had 
anything to its name connected with the medical pro- 
fession happened to be the preliminary examivation of 
the National Institute of Scotland. Some time ago this 
examination was raised at the request of the medical 
profession in Scotland. We have now got it to the 
standard it was in 1896. There has deen no retrograde 
step, only an injustice removed. Should the Council or 
the veterinary profession wish that the preliminary 
examination should be raised I will not stand in the 
= if it is raised all round. 

rincipal WILLIAMS also responded in a brief speech. 

Mr. Bowman gave “The Visitors,” to which Mr. 
E. Robinson and Mr. Slater replied. 

Mr. Somers in giving “The President,” congratulated 
Mr. Thompson on his address and predicted a very good 
year under his presidency. 

The PRESIDENT, in acknowledging the compliment, 
explained that his remarks about the preliminary exam- 
ination were based on the information of a Professor at 
one of the Colleges. If he had misrepresented the facts, 
of course he regretted it. What he had said was in the 
interests of the profession, based as it was on the infor- 
mation given to him. 

During the evening Mr. Frank Waide gave a selection 
of humorous musical sketches, which added to the en- 
joyment. The dinner, too, was admirably served. 

H. G. Bowss, Hon. Sec. 


THE VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 


The annual General meeting was held at the Gres- 
ham Hotel, Dublin, on Thursday, January 29th, at 
7.30 p.m. The vag ogy ver were present : Messrs. 
C. Allen (President), W. Chambers, G. B. Miller, F. 
Kerr, A. E. Mettam, W. H. Wilkinson, W. H. Bradley, 
H. Hannan, C. Jones, W.P. Cushnahan, J.D. Richard- 
son, J. A. Thompson, W. Russell, J. H. Carr, W. A. 
Byrne, J. A. Jordan, J. J. Kelly, W. Cargill Patrick, 


visitor). 


The following gentlemen were balloted for and elected . 


members: Messrs. W. A. Kixpatrick, J. O’Briry, 
J. J. O'Connor, Vet.-Lieut.-Colonel J. and 
G. NEwsom. 

The following gentlemen were elected as officers for 
1903 :—President—Mr. C. Allen. Vice-Presidents,— 
Messrs. A. E Mettam, J. V. Daly, F. Kerr, and R. B. 
Freeman. TZreasurer—M. Hedley. Secretary—J. Me- 
Kenny. Council—Messrs. W. A. Byrne . Cargill- 
Patrick, W. H. Wilkinson, C. Jones, W. Chambers, 
Lf Pallin, L. M. Magee, P. J. Howard, and E. 0. 

inter. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
C. ALLEN, F.R.C.V.S8., Dublin. 


Gentlemen,—In thanking you for electing me as your 
President for a second year of office, I wish to express to 
you my feeling, but 1 cannot find words to appropriately 
convey my appreciation of the honour you have con- 
ferred on me ; however, in accepting the favour I am 
not forgetful of the responsibility, and I assure you I 
shall endeavour to fill the office to the best of my 
humble ability, and feel contident that, with the aid of 
such an able staff as our Council is composed of, the 
task alloted to me will in the ensuing year be one of ease 
and pleasure, as it has been 1n the past. I sincerely hope 
that at the end of this year we may be able to report un 
the prosperity of the Association—as we can of the year 
just ended—and the credit of such satisfactory results 
must be given to the combined efforts of the Council. 

The Balance sheet shows our healthy condition 
financially. Last year, that is on December 31st, 1901, 
there were 67 members on the roll, in the year 1902 15 
more have been elected, and we have just now added 
five more 

We anticipate now that each member is supplied with 
a full report of the meetings, thereby furnishing the in- 
formation to members who cannot attend the meetings, 
and the other benefits which have been added and are 
derived from becoming a member of the Association, W 
greatly increase our numbers ; in fact it should be con- 
sidered culpable neglect of our individual interest not 
to join it. A brief reswné of our transactions during 
the past year, in my opinion, will convince the most 
sceptical of the necessity of, and the advantages to be 
derived from, the Association. 

Our members have contributed at our quarterly meet: 
ings valuable papers on most interesting subjects ; [or 
instance, Mr. A. J. Beckett on “ Azoturia,” Prof. Mettam 
on “Some phases of the Tuberculosis Question.” We 
also had under our consideration a large number of 
specimens. Mr. Hedley exhibited a fractured navicular 
bone and aspecimen of nodular disease of sheep’s intes 
tine; Mr. McKenny a fractured first rib, a fractu 
pelvis, and some obstetric instruments ; Prof. Mettam, 
the uterus of a pig with testes attached, and a tumou 
on a cat’s paw; Mr. Beckett, a fractured radius, 40 
several X ray photographs of fractures; Mr. Freema? 
and Prof. Mettam, tubercles taken from horse; *F 
Winter, piece of bone removed from occipital os 
portion of pedal bone removed in case of quittor, phd 
of legs of horse with knees crossing, necrosis of im 
and navicular bone, intestinal calculi, portion of inferiot 
maxilla removed from brood mare, portion of — "i 
ferior maxillary bone, section of foot showing rest: 
laminitis, canon bone of thoroughbred with sade 
fracture; and I showed you a specimen of a fract 
hock. All of these were very fine specimens, am 
history of the cases and the discussions relative 
were of much scientific and practical interest. ad at the 

But added to the foregoing business transacted & 


general meetings, we also had many meetings ° 7), 
Council. The following is a brief synopsis 
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principal transactions dealt with by it. We subscribed 
£10 to the “ Williams Memorial Fund,” and a similar 
amount to the “John Freeman Memorial Fund.” (2) 
The consideration of a means whereby we might obtain 
for the members an abatement of their insurance pre- 
miums. This has not been concluded. (3) Selection of 
candidates to be elected as members of Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. (4) Suggestions 
submitted to the Turf Club and National Hunt Steeple- 
chase Committee 7¢ the appointment of veterinary sur- 
geons to attend professionally on their behalf at each 
race meeting; also where practicable their having a 
horseambulance supplied. (5) The obtaining of exemp- 
tion of veterinarians from attending on juries. (6) Sus- 
pension of Rule 8 re fines. (7) Printing and distribu- 
ting to each member a copy of a report of each meeting 
_ of our Association. (8) The action taken by our Associa- 
tion re the Army Veterinary Department. (9) Com- 
munications ve Victoria Benevolent Fund. (10) Means 


pass an examination in this country held under the 
auspices of the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland. 
This, of course, entailed a small expenditure, and a 
further item was a contribution of £10 in connection 
with the “Williams Memorial.” The balance in hand 
was £32 8s. ld. To this should be added the sum placed 
to the bursary account—which had hitherto been inclu- 
ded in the general account—bringing the actual balance 
to £52 8d. 1d., as against the £35 9s. 6d., of last year—a 
very satisfactory result of the year’s financial work. 

The scrutineers who had kindly acted in connection 
with the election of officers were, on the motion of Mr. 
Hedley, seconded by Mr. McKenny, accorded a hearty 
vote of thanks. 


ALTERATION OF RULES, 


Mr. HEDLEY proposed that Rule 8 should read as fol- 
lows—“ Each member shall pay, in advance, an annual 


subscription of half-a-guinea (10s. 6d.), which shall fall 


whereby we may check or prevent lectures on veteri- ; due on the first day of January in each year. No mem- 
nary matters being delivered which are of delusionary | ber shall be entitled to exercise any of the privileges of 


interest to the uninitiated, and are prejudicial to the 
welfare of the public and the profession. (11) The com- 
plaints of practising veterinarians as to those holding 
goverment appointments practising privately. (12) Re- 
te of Defence Association. (13) Submitted to the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons an 
advertising announcement which appeared in the sport- 
ing paper The Field on the 15th November of last year, 
and was signed as sent to said paper by the Secretary 
of the Camden Town Veterinary College for publication, 
and therefore assumedly by the authority of the Princi- 
S of the College, and thus he should be held respunsi- 
le. On this matter I am pleased to learn from the 
report of the last Council meeting of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons which appeared in 7'he Veteri- 
muy Record of the 24th inst., that although “ the Regis- 
tration Committee considered that the Principal had 
nothing to do with it” yet they “suggested that the 
attention of the Governors should be drawn to it, and 
that advertisements of veterinary practice should not be 
published in the case of a College which would not be 
allowed in the case of a private practitioner.” 

Such minor matters as fixing date of meetings and 
other duties have been attended to, but they are deemed 
Unnecessary to report to you. 


FINANCIAL. 


Re TREASURER (Mr. Hedley) submitted his balance 
sheet for the year 1902, and in referring to it had pleasure 
In calling attention to the fact that the funds of the 
aa lation, as shown, revealed a very satisfactory condi- 
, n of affairs, a decided improvement in several re- 
Thos having been manifested since the previous report. 
a was due partly to the prompt payment of subscrip- 
$on the part of the members and the collection of a 
Ofer the, arrears, and partly to.a careful supervision 
of expenditure. The Association had 
on py led during t e course of the year not only to 
£90 hed = ordinary business, but in addition a sum of 
martes Placed to the credit of the bursary account, 
rst > item. Expense had been incurred (for the 
In the history of the Association) in arranging 
med eporting of the discussions at their quarterly 
the — printing and circulating the reports among 
0 follo rs, and he trusted that the course which had 
Proval of ally in this respect had met with the entire ap- 
detailing th who had been the recipients of the booklets 
ed hess © proceedings. Members who were prevent- 
the meeting cause or another from personally attending 
of keepin gs had through this medium an opportunity 
Derusal offee touch with their doings and profiting bya 
Tn the cons, discussions which too place. 
toa Veterinare of the yeara presentation had been made 
ary student (Mr. Tyson) as being the first to 


‘the Association who shall be in arrear with such sub- 


scription.” 

Also that Rule 21 should read as follows: ‘‘ Any 
member unable to attend a general meeting shall senda 
written explanation of such inability to the Secretary.” 

A communication received from the Sanitary Institute 
was referred to the Council. 


StupDDERT CasE, AND Mr. P. Howarp, or ENNIs. 


Mr, W. A. Byrne spoke of an article that had appeared 
in The Veterinary Record. In the course of his article 
Mr. Hunting suggested that the movement should be 
taken - by veterinary practitioners all over Great Britain 
and Ireland with a view to marking in some way their 
sénse of sympathy with Mr. Howard for the manner in 
which he had been treated in the case referred to. After 
that article had appeared, he (Mr. Byrne) waited some 
time to see if any action would be taken oa it, but as he 
had seen no signs of such he had consulted Mr. Allen and 
Mr. McKenny, and brought the petition before the notice 
of their Council at the last meeting, the week before last. 
Mr. Allen had very cordially approved of it and suggested 
that veterinary surgeons in Ireland should take some 
practical steps towards marking their sense of the un- 
satisfactory and unfair way in which Mr. Howard had 
been treated, and promised a liberal subscription, as did 
Mr. McKenny. 

When in London he had a conversation with Mr. 
Hunting on the subject and he said it would reflect dis- 
credit on the veterinary practitioners in Ireland if they 
did not take immediate action in the matter. He thought 
Mr. Howard had been treated in a way that should elicit 
not only sympathy but substantial help, and was of 
opinion that we should open a subscription list at once 
with a view to raising funds, and he said the project 
would meet with support in England. The legai expenses 
only should be considered, but Mr. Hunting’s view was 
that any mere recoupment of monetary losses would not 
receive so much support as a fund to mark in the abstract 
their sense of sympathy. Having thus received the ap- 
proval of Mr. Allen and Mr. McKenny and the promise 
cf Mr. Hunting’s support, he thought they were fully 
justified in proceeding with the movement. He suggested 
the formation of a committee, and thought that it should 
consist of the officers of the two veterinary Associations. 
They could then appeal to the members of the profession, 
send a list of subscriptions to 7e Record, and call on 
Mr. Hunting for any help he would be a give as 
regards England. He thought that would be the best 
way of placing the matter in train. It was for any gen- 
tleman present to make any alteration or improvement 
in his suggestion with the object of facilitating the pro- 
gress of the proposed “ Howard Fund”. (Applause). 

Professor METTAM was not able to be present at the 
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last meeting of the Council, but approved Mr. Byrne’s 
proposal. It gave him great pleasure in seconding the 
resolution that a Committee should be formed of mem- 
bers of the “ Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland ”, 
and of the “ Irish Central V.M.A.” in order to carry out 
the scheme that Mr. Byrne had outlined, whereby they 
might show their sympathy with Mr. Howard in the 
trial he had undergone—he meant trial in the sense of 
mental suffering that he must have had to put up with, 
not the less because his prestige and reputation were at 
stake. They should mark their sense of the injustice of 
the treatment that Mr. Howard had been subjected to. 

Mr. McKenny thought that Mr. Byrne head frame his 
resolution in bse A He agreed with everything he had 

said. He thought Mr. Howard had been treated very 
badly indeed, at the same time he might mention that it 
was questioned at the last meeting whether the time was 
suitable. He thought the present was a very suitable 
time, and that therefore they ought not todelay. They 
had been called on recently in connection with a gocd 
many “ Funds,” and some members may say “I have just 
given so much and will not give any more,” but he really 
thought that on such an occasion as that, when a fellow- 
practitioner had been dealt with so very harshly and had 
undergone such a trial and had not had the opportunity 
to come out by defending himself, as he would like to 
have done, a special effort should be made on their part 
to show their feeling in the matter. Mr. Howard had 
been accused by Counsel, and as they know, ably accused, 
and in such a manner that he had no way of protecting 
himself ; and the accusations made against him by 
Counsel dare not be made outside of the Court. They 
would have been actionable, and seriously actionable, if 
made in any other place or on any other occasion. Now 
he thought under the circumstances that every one of 
them ought to feel an active interest in the matter, and 
rotect themselves. By subscribing to the proposed 
und they would show that they did not approve of a 
man being struck in the dark. Mr. Howard felt his 
position very keenly, because he had not had an opport- 
unity of defeading himself, and he (Mr. McKenny) 
thought that the only thing they could do was to sub- 
scribe liberally to defray his expenses. It was not, 
however, merely to defray expenses—that was a 
minor consideration—but to show the feeling that they 
had towards him, and to place him, if possible, on a 
in his profession than before. 
r. ALLEN wished to know if Mr. Byrne had any idea 
as to what loss Mr. Howard had been at in legal expenses. 

Mr. ByRNE explained that the answer to that question 
was a somewhat difficult one, and it was a very delicate 
matter to deal with altogether, as of course Mr. Howard 
did not like the idea of money being collected in that 
way. As far as he could gather he had been at a loss of 
quite £500. 

Mr. ALLEN explained that if they knew exactly how 
matters stood in that respect it would be a guide to them 
as to how they should subscribe. He thought Mr. 
Howard had been very harshly treated—and knew more 
about the case than most people. He might hereafter 
be in a position to obtain redress from the Government 
—very likely he would from what be had heard the other 
day. He thought every member of their profession in 
England and Ireland should subscribe so as to make him 
free of his expenses. That was the reason he asked the 
question. 

Mr. Byrne formally proposed “That a Committee be 
formed to ot ager a subscription to mark our sense of 
deep sympathy with Mr. P. J. Howard for the manner in 
which he was treated in the course of the late Studdert 


case : and I beg to propose that the Committee consist 

of the Presidents, Treasurers, and Secretaries of the two 

r. McKENNY pro r. Allen as T: 

Mr. Byrne as Secretary. Carried. enaaiee 


' manufactory of any kind and it is a ma 


Mr. J. J. Keviy addressed the meeting at considerable 
length with reference to the manner in which the affairs 
of the Association were conducted, and suggested many 
innovations which, in his opinion, would tend to its 
greater efficiency. He sought information as to the way 
arrangements were carried out for the selection of 
essayists. He thought that some prominent public man 
should be invited to preside at their meetings, and that 
the public generally should be taken more into their 
confidence and permitted to attend. Among other 
suggestions he referred to the desirability of appointing 
a ab-aneaitien to look after the commercial side of 
their interests, and inquire into and deal with such 
questions as contracts, fees, shoeing charges, etc., etc. 

Mr. Kelly agreed on Mr. Hedley’s suggestion to read 
a paper before the next meeting of the Association, and 
to embody his views on the subject with which he had 
then dealt. It could form one of the minor subjects for 
discussion at the meeting to be held three months hence. 

Mr. BryNE had pleasure in seconding the invitation. 
He thought Mr. Kelly deserved credit for bringing new 
matter into the Association. No matter how well in- 
tentioned they might be they tended to fall into a groove. 
He thought Mr. Kelly’s remarks contained the germ of 
a great deal of good ; and if he further developed his 
theories, incorporated them in a paper, and delivered his 
views at their next meeting, the discussion which would 
be evoked should prove very profitable. (Approved) 


THE EFFECT OF CULTIVATION OF THE 
LAND IN DIMINISHING DISEASE AMONG 
DOMESTIC ANIMALS. 
By F. C. Mason, M.R.C.V.S. 


Lawlor’s Hotel, Dungarvan, Jan, 28th. 


To the President and Members of the Veterinary 
Medical Association of [reland. 


Gentlemen,—With very great regret I find it quite 
impossible to be present at your meeting to morrow, but 
feel surethat your Hon. Sec., with his usual kindness, 
will either read this communication himself or procure 
the services of some other member for the purpose. 


[In the absence of Mr. Mason, Prof. Mettam was it 
vited to read the paper. ] 


At the outset I have to offer apologies. Seriousillness 
in my family, added to the demands of professional 
duties, have made it impossible for me to devote to this 
paper that amount of preparation which I should wisb, 
and which is due to the dignity of so importants 
Society. 

I am loth to avail myself of the time honoured formula 
in which the writer hopes that “an interesting discs 
sion may be provoked which will atone for shortcomlns 
in the essay.” We used to hear this once a week at ou! 
College discussions, so the excuse has not the merit df 
originality, but still on this occasion I think the er 
sion and the way in which the subject matter of this 

aper is taken up by the members present are of mie 
importance than the way in which I sball handle 
subject. «tn the 

[am very sorry that I shall not be able to go int)" 
matter thoroughly and scientifically, but at the ris i 
once again being termed “amateurish” I shall lay i 
outlines of the subject before you hoping that eve? 
some small degree the result may be what I wis? 

The subject isin my opinion one of national _ 
tance. Our ears are constantly dinned with jam’ 
more or less sincere that our population 1s dwindling, os 
we are assailed with all sorts of projects, eacl ing 
panacea for our woes. We hear of new induct a is 
projected or started, and the greatest enthus! 


ds spent 
excited over a few thousands of poun tter for 
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oicing that our industries are no longer to be left to 
uish. All of us, of course, fervently wish that such 
cts may be successful, and that the regeneration 


rej 
lang 


re Treland and an era of prosperity for her may be at 


nd. 
meat itis well for us occasionally to realise our present 
position, to consider what are the industries on which we 
are relying, and which by the fact that they alone have 
survived the stress and storm of past years are shown to 
be best suited to our country. I think none will dispute 
that agriculture, including stock raising, — takes 
first place in the list of such industries. One of the most 
eminent living English Statesmen stated some time ago 
that Agriculture was still incomparably superior to any 
other industry in importance, even in the case of com- 
mercial England with her miles of warehouses and forests 
of chimneys. 

What ~ tol is the position of agriculture in Ireland 
Agriculture and stock raising are almost our sole depen- 
dence. [Throughout the remainder of this paper for 
brevity’s sake I shall use the term “agriculture” in a 
comprehensive sense so as to include care of pasture and 
of cattle etc.] In our anxiety for new industries are we 
doing our best for the one we already possess ? 

Let us consider the state of things at present. In 
Ireland there are, roughly speaking, the following num- 
ber of stock : 

Horses, mules, and donkeys 1,000,000 


Cattle 5,000,000 
Sheep 5,000,000 
Pigs 1,500,000 


These represent a very large sum of invested capital. 

It is the privilege of the veterinary profession to be 
entrusted toa large extent with the protection of this 
national capital against the tremendous loss liable to be 
caused by disease. To-night 1 hope to point out one way 
in which the encroachments of disease have not in the 
past been adequately met, owing to a series of perhaps 
uncontro!lable circumstancés, and my reason for doing 

80 1s twofold, on the one hand to impress attention on 

facts already known to you all as regards the causation 

and spread of disease, and on the other hand to show 

that there is a direct connection between the decay of 

our prosperity and the presence of disease in our animals, 

od. oad being the effect as well as the cause of the 
r. 

To make this plainer I hope to suggest to your minds 

40 impression that disease is encouraged and loss in- 

creased by neglect of the land ; that increased care of the 

and means preservation of the population and of the 

rational wealth. As veterinarians it is not our particu- 

ar province to devise the means of accomplishing this 

~~ it concerns our material interests so closely, that 

th; not feel any apology to be necessary, for approaching 
is subject on this occasion. 

e é have our share to perform in this work, and in 
Y opinion the humblest member of the profession, per- 
Ps working hard in remote districts for a remuneration 

~ means commensurate with his work, has an 

ae wu! of doing his share in this work, as well as 
tenal a rilliant scientist who can calculate to an infini- 
ona ecimal the calibre of the flagellum on a micro- 
pe rps Rp need the scientists ; they give us the 
mes Work on which we must erect the superstructure 
en the humblest worker is not to be despised. 
The rile given for this paper is not quite correct as 
your mi i agenda paper. I would prefer to convey 
the ne le 8 my impressions of “the malign influence 
cect of land, pasture as well as arable, on the 
a 1 obse 
chi personal observation I would give the 
lef scourges from which the cattle in Ireland offer in 


Something ik 
nt of | order, according to the 


(1) Contagious aborticn. 
(2) Redwater in cattle. 
Warbles. 

4) Blackleg. 

(5) White scour. 

6) Parasitic diseases. 

7) Dietetic diseases. 


In sheep we have— 
(1) Louping ill. 
(2) Redwater. 
(3) Hydatidiasis. 

It is obviously impossible to give accurate figures to 
show the losses caused by the above respectively, but 
without committing myself too definitely I would say 
that the loss from abortion alone amounts to nearly one 
million pounds per annum. The extent to which this 
disease exists in Ireland is appalling. In some districts 
80 or 90 per cent. of milch cows are affected, and 1 am 
inclined to think that five per cent. of the cows of the 
country are suffering from this disease in one or cther of 
its forms. I have been personally and professionally 
connected with many outbreaks involving hundreds, 
even thousands of cows, and as a result I advisedly use 
the words ‘‘ this disease in one or other of its forms.” 

This, however, is not a paper on abortion, so to pro- 
ceed. By Warbles in Cattle I believe at least ha Lf a 
million pounds per annum are lost. Thus 6/- goes to 
waste on the hide, the prime joints are depreciated to 
the value of the most inferior scraps—say a loss of 10/- 
here. There is delay in fattening while the warble 
“ripens,” and a loss of milk or condition while the cows 
are compelled to leave their legitimate business of eating, 
ruminating, sleeping, etc., for the more strenuous occu- 
pation of wildly careering over “the sunny mead” with 
elevated tail and the gallant little Gistrus in pursuit. 
This causes further loss, and the total is ep by 
highest authorities at from £1 to £3 per head of cattle. 
If from our cattle we subtract calves, bulls and cattle 
which escape this pest there is still left a sufficient 
number to cause more than the loss I have suggested. 

By Redwater in cattle probably about the same sum 
is lost. 

Blackleg and the sheep diseases are contined to certain 
districts, but there grave loss is caused. Certain pas- 
tures can only be used for adult cattle, being inevitably 
fatal to calves or yearlings unless protected. Sheep die 
in certain districts literally in hundreds. On one estate 
within my own knowledge 180 sheep died out of 700 pur- 
chased. 

Yearly we find an increasing loss from parasitic 
diseases, such as “ Hoose,” “ Enteritis,” “ Bronchiasis,” 
etc., etc. 

Of White Scour I will not say much. The extent and 
loss is undoubted. This I may say, however, that in my 
opinion the remarks I shall have to make concerning 
“Abortion” will apply to “White Scour,” and I am 
confirmed in my opinion by an extract from a letter 
written by Professor Nocard some time ago. I wish it 
to be distinctly understood, however. that I do not sug- 
gest the identity of the diseases. _ f 

Dietetic diseases are always with us, and only in- 
directly come within the purview of this paper. The 
resulting loss is, however, very serious. ‘ 

All the diseases I have mentioned are liable to be 
contracted in the fields. On the whole I think I may 
say that at any rate until very recently they were in- 
creasing. Without going into details we may assume 
the presence of the various “contagia” in the fields. 

In six of the diseases mentioned above the contagium 
is a micro-organism. In three the cause is animal and 
macroscopic, while in three the microbic cause 1s con- 
veyed by an intermediary. 

As to the perpetuation or even the existence of mi- 
crobes on pastures I do not intend to speak further than 
to say that I am convinced that such occurs, and have 
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repeatedly had reason to believe that certain pastures 
contained the germs of certain diseases. In some cases 
we are able to show conclusively that the introduction of 
the microbe to the animal in which it is to cause disease 
is effected by an intermediary. Thus in “Redwater” 
certain insects have been convicted—notably the 
“Ticks” or Ixodes. These intermediaries require the 
presence of shrubs or bushes, etc., and here they cling 
under the leaves awaiting the opportunity to become 
attached to their victims. 

If every member peg who has fairly extensive 
practical experience of the diseases under discussien will 
allow his mind to run over all the cases of the diseases 
under consideration which he can remember, he must 
acknowledge that the majority of cases occurred on land 
which had been neglected. Perhaps never ploughed or 
meadowed for forty years or more. Clumps of bushes here 
and here. Dirty corners where the grass once grew too 
rank and was left, and in consequence has become dried, 
uneatable, and jungle-like. Brambles and whins luxuri- 
ant. It is not difficult to find thousands of fields of the 
—_ I describe, and here disease is rampant and trium- 
phant. 

I have known a case where for five years the owner of 
a certain field could never succeed in obtaining a living 
calf from his own cows. On my advice the field was 
cleaned and treated with salt and lime, after which the 
disease disappeared. His sheds had always been as near 
to perfection as one could hope for. This is not an 
isolated case but one of many. 

The warble tly which gives so much trouble and 
causes so much loss would not find existence so easy if 
it were not for the abundant shelter provided in these 
neglected pastures. The “early bird” in the fields 
would be delighted to interview the ¥arble soon after 
he emerges in the morning from the hice on the back of 
his late host, and often the larva would fall a prey to 
some enterprising starling if it were not for the friendly 
shelter of the jungle described.. These remarks hold 
good also in the case of Bots in horses. 

Salt and lime may be empiric remedies in the con‘est 
with microbes on the fields, but certainly “blackleg” 
has often disappeared from fields cleaned and top- 
dressed as above. 

Badly drained fields swarm with parasites, and often 
provide the intermediate host, on the presence of which 
the perpetuation of a parasite depends—as in the case of 
“fluke.” Hoose, enteritis, etc., diminish as improved 
methods of agriculture are employed. 

In a word then I think it will be acknowledged that 
the present terrible prevalence of disease in our domestic 
animals is largely due to neglect of the land. But it will 
be advanced on the other side that “labour is dear ” 
and that “tillage does not pay.” This brings me to the 
moral of my story. I assert that if the stock-owners 
could only realise that much of the loss from which they 
suffer is due to the state of their pastures, they might 
be induced to reckon the saving they would effect in 
losses from disease as a “set off” to what they may 
lose on tillage or attention to the pastures. 

Further—referring to dietetic diseases—I am of opinion 
that many of the stock-owners’ troubles may be traced 
to injudicious choice of food for young animals. Arti- 
ficial substitutes are largely availed of to replace the old- 
fashioned products of cultivation of the home soil. As 
a result in many cases the young animals grow u 
weakly, badly nourished, and in some cases confirm 
dyspeptics, besides being more readily a prey to disease. 

hough a farmer may believe that he gets better value 
for £100 spent in imported food for stock than if he 
spent asimilar sum in rent, seed, manure, and labour 
to grow feeding stuff, yet if he will deduct from the cost 
of the home grown article the saving effected by diminu- 
tion of disease, the improvement in the value of his land 
and the increased employment he is enabled to give, it 


is probable that while acting as a public benefactor he 
has secured an increased profit to himself. 

This pager has only crudely set forward an idea and 
has only dealt with generalities. I hope shortly to ap. 
proach the’subject more thoroughly with a view to publ. 
cation, but meanwhile I shall have done something to be 
proud of if I induce others to join with me in the effort 
to encourage the care of the land. Labour may be dear, 
but there are many idle hours when much could te 
done. At the present time I believe that Ireland’s bes 
friend is the plongh and the next are the scythe and 
“slashing hook.” 

Many things I should have wished to say but time 
will not permit. I may conclude by pointing out that 
if what I plead for were carried out, we should find that, 
contrary to the belief of those who cry out that the bul: 
locks are replacing the people on the land, the more the 
cattle increased, the population would increase in direct 
proportion. We cry “support home industries,” let the 
farmer begin by supporting his own. As a reverend 
gentleman remarked when presiding for me some time 
ago, “‘ Weare exporting from the country the blood, bone, 
and sinew, her noble sons and daughters, and what do 
we getin return? Indian meal and bad bacon.” 


Mr. McKenny : To begin with he thought they would 
agree with him that he had done the right thing whenhe 
had asked Professor Mettam to read the paper. He feared 
he himself would scarcely have done justice to it. Asre- 
gards the paper he might simply say that there was 
nothing in it that was new to any of their members; 
every one was well acquainted with its subject matter— 
he saw nothing original in it, and saw no occasion for 
making any further comment. 

Mr. Byrne had only to say, while expressing his iv- 
debtedness to Mr. Mason—because notwithstanding Mr. 
Kelly’s views he knew how difficult it was to get a paper 
at all—that the paper seemed to him to be merely a 
preface to a most interesting work which Mr. Mason in- 
tends to place on the market later on. He had certainly 
looked forward to a paper that would go closely into the 
question, and in view of more material tc be placed 
before them, he proposed that the discussion should be 
postponed until Mr. Mason could have an opportunity 
of attending. 

Mr. CarGILt Patrick seconded the proposition. He 
had come to the same conclusion as Mr. Byrne regarding 
the paper. The writer stated clearly that he intended 
on a future occasion to produce some matter for publics 
tion. The only construction they could put on that ws 
that he had intended embodying in that publication aay 
suggestions, theories, and ideas that might be evolved in 
their discussion that evening. He had pleasure 10 
seconding Mr. Byrne’s proposition that the discussio 
should be delayed until they had some matter brought 
forward by Mr. Mason containing statements or views 
which a proper discussion could be based. Carried. 


Mr. ByRNE proposed a vote of thanks to the President 
for the able manner in which he had filled the President 
chair for the past 12 months. He had often wonder m 
the extraordinary frequency of the Council meeting 
he had got summonses from the Secretary every ° t 
week away in the remote West, and always to ates : 
the residence of Mr. Allen. He had not been able ” 
attend until the last one, when it was made maolles 
him why there were so many meetings. If they 
been held at the Gresham Hotel or any other place DY 
Mr. Allen’s house they would not be so frequent, OF 
well attended. (Laughter.) id ferred to 

Mr. HEDLEy seconded the proposition, and re 7 had 
the hospitality of Mr. Allen, and how Read \ 
made the Council meetings. When he (Mr. H +" 
President he had invited the members to mee 
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immediate vicinity of a or peer | where t-mortem 
examinations were daily held, and had regaled them on 
arrival with the unpleasant odour of pigs’ intestines, and 
on departure they had an opportunity of inhaling Jeyes’ 
Fluid. The same room was still at the President’s dis- 
|, but he had not availed himself of it, and he cer- 
tainly had a leaning towards the existing President’s 
methods. He had much pleasure in seconding the vote 
of thanks to be accorded to Mr. Allen for the way in 
which he had acted as President and particularly for the 
way in which he had dealt with his Council. 

Mr. ALLEN returned thanks and took the opportunity 
of expressing to the members his gratitude for the very 
great sympathy they had shown towards him in his recent 


bereavement. 

Mr. WILKINSON proposed and Mr. Patrick seconded 
a vote of thanks to Mr. McKenny for the manner in 
which he had looked after their interests as Secretary. 

Mr. McKenny expressed his thanks, and the meeting 


adjourned. 


NORTH OF SCOTLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


A meeting was held in the Agricultural Department, 
Marischal College, Aberdeen, on Saturday, February 7. 
Mr. J. M’Lauchlan Young, Lecturer on Veterinary 
Hygiene in the University of Aberdeen, the president, 
occupied the chair. 
In his inaugural address, Mr. Young referred to the 
sang of the status of veterinary surgeons in the 
rmy. It was agueets he said, at last meeting to ap- 
roach the War Office on this subject, and they dle 

pleased to hear that a committee had been ap inted, 
consisting of the President of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons and the Director-General of the 
Army Veterinary. Department, along with representa- 
tives from the Army, to consider the whole matter. 
There was every reason to expect that, on the report 
being issued, they would find that veterinary surgeons 
yon in the same position as any other profession in 

e Army, 

In connection with the tuberculosis experiments con- 


dent), he mentioned that these were now completed, and 
the report was in the hands of the printer. 

It was agreed tosend the President as delegate to the 
Sanitary Congress at Bradford in July. 

A paper was afterwards read by Mr. James Peddie, 
Dundee, on “ Tetanus,” for which he received the 
cordial thanks of the Society.—TZhe Scotsman. 


DR. KOCH’S MISSION. 


The cable has infermed us that Dr. Koch, the great 
bacteriological expert, is on his way to South Africa to 
investigate the Rhodesian cattle disease. We are glad 
to be able to state that all the South African States, in- 
cluding the Cape and Natal, have agreed to share in 
the expenditure to be incurred. The Chartered Com- 
pany—that combination of selfish millicnaires—has even 
gone so far as to pay two-fifths of the entire cost. The 
expense of the undertaking is expected to amount to 
about £10,000 per annum, and as the investigations may 
be prolonged, unless some method of prevention can be 
hit upon in the earlier stages, the ultimate cost may be 
something considerable. Even though the expenditure 
be heavy, it will be more than justified if the results 
are as favourable as those which attended the investiga- 
tions into the outbreak of rinderpest some years back. 
It is mainly in consequence of the knowledge then 
gained that the Colonial Veterinary Department has 
been so successful in coping with the later outbreaks, 
which have been kept in hand so well that rinderpest is 
no longer feared, and may be classed below lung sick- 
ness in the scale of mortality as a cattle scourge in the 
future. 

Dr. Koch’s task, though not of such apparent magni- 
tude as that presented by the rinderpest problem, is really 
quite as formidable. The position, as we know it to-day, 
with regard to what has been variously described as 
Rhodesian redwater and Rhodesian cattle disease, seems 
to be that a virulent scourge has broken out in the terri- 
tories governed by the Chartered Company, which swept 
off the cattle in every district where it appeared, and is 
now threatening to come South. It has appeared in 
several districts in the Transvaal, and has been reported 


dueted by Professor Hamilton and himself (the Presi- (Continued on p. 518.) 
DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 & 1896. 
Summary or Returns, WEEK ENDING JANUARY 31, 1903. 
Foot- Glanders 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Rabies. Swine Fever. 
Disease. Farcy) 
Period. 3| 3 ais | Confirmed. | 
No. | No. | No. | No No. | No. | No | No No. No 
Week ended January 81st, 1903 18 | 25 i7 | 42] .. | 19 | 68 
, 1902 12 20 a 22 36 46 | 253 
Corresponding week in 11901 -{| 20 | 25 | 4 | 174 | 37 | 53 31 | 205 
1900 oa 9 14 1 19 14 26 33 879 
Total for five weeks, 1903, 73 | 120 | .. 92 194 144 | 736 
1902 76 | 119 .. | 2454 2 198 1285 
Corresponding period in 1901 64 | 89 5 | 177 | 135 962] .. 1 163 1041 
1900 41 71 2 33 93 157 ‘s ee 175 2095 
ee 


Board of Agriculture, February 3, 1903. 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 & 1896. 


Summary or Returns, Week Enpinc Fesruary 7, 1903. 


Foot- Glanders 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Rabies. Swine Fever, 
Disease. Farcy) 
Cases Sag 
6 6 [at] 6 4 
No. | No. | No. | No. | No. | No. | No. | No No No 
Week ended February 7th, 1903 os 21 34 es 28 25 106 
1902 22 | 59 .. | 20 | 54 30 | 198 
Corresponding week in { 1901 oe 13 25 1 | 170 27 45 40 152 
1900 we 15 21 3 30 20 45 P 43 362 
Total for six weeks, 1903, i ~ 99 | 154 120 | 238 Kis ee 169 842 
1902 98 178 137 299 2 228 1413 
Corresponding period in {1901 ... 77 ~+| 114 6 | 347 | 162 307] .. 1 203 1193 
1900 ns 56 92 5 63 113 202 ne on 218 2457 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


Board of Agriculture, February 10, 1903. 


on the town lands of Pretoria itself. Natal is taking 
every precaution to prevent, if possible, its advance, but 
with what success has nut as yet emerged. Unlike 
rinderpest, this disease spreads very slowly, but once it 
gets firmly established the mortality is enormous. Noth- 
ing seems effectually to stop its course, but the eradica- 
tion of all susceptible stock within reach of the infection. 
So far the disease has been accepted as a form of red- 
water of a particularly malignant description. The 
Chartered Company quite recently called together the 
best available authorities in South Africa to inquire 
into the pestilence, and an elaborate series of field and 
laboratory investigations were instituted by Mr. C. E. 
Gray, M.R.C.V.S., Chief Cattle Inspector of Rhodesia, 
and Mr. W. Robertson, M.R.C.V.S., Bacteriologist to 
the Cape Colony Veterinary Department. The results 
of these investigations were printed and published in full 
in The Cape Agricultural Journal, and they went to 
show thatin the = of the experts employed the 
disease was none other than redwater in an exceedingly 
virulent form. Mr. Gray published a history of the out- 
break, going into the whole question, and vindicating 
the attitude of the Rhodesian Agricultural Department 
against the somewhat unreasonable attacks which the 
outbreak of the pest had evoked. Mr. Robertson also 
made an exhaustive report, asserting definitely that the 
disease is redwater—to use a name in common use in 
South Africa. It is called Texas fever in the United 
States, tick fever in Australia, and tristeza in the Argen- 
tine Republic. Mr. Robertson believed that the frost 
would kill the ticks, but recommended veld-burning as 
a precaution till some form of protective inoculation was 
ascertained. To make sure of exhausting all the availa- 
ble expert opinion, Mr. D. Hutcheon, the Chief of the 
Veterinary Department of this colony, was invited to 
investigate the question, and also Mr. Watkins Pitch- 
ford, ofthe Natal veterinary service. Mr. Hutcheon 


agreed with the diagnosis of Messrs. Gray and Robert: 
son, and Mr. Pitchford also concurred. So that we have 
what is practically the whole of the South African ex- 
perts unanimons, and among them the most experienced 

ractitioner in the country in the shape of the Colonial 

eterinary Surgeon, Mr. D. Hutcheon, that there can be 
no doubt asto the nature of the disease. ; 

But though destructive epidemics have been known in 
this colony and other countries, it is doubtful if anything 
quite equal to the virulence of the Rhodesian outbreak 
has ever previously occurred. Much time and care have 
been devoted to the investigation of redwater, which 's 
known to be due to the presence of a parasite in the red 
blood corpuscles, recognised scientifically as Piroplasma 
Bigeminum. It is not directly contagious from anima 
to animal, and is spread mainly, if not entirely, through 
the agency of the cattle tick. The organism or parasite 
is found in all the tissues of an affected animal. The 
female tick feeds upon that animal, becomes engo 
with its blood, drops off, and jays its eggs in the sand, 
which hatch out, and these seed ticks, the progeny of the 
infected female, transmit the disease to the clean cattle 
The result is that where the particular class of tick ' 
prevalent, the disease spreads with alarming rapidity 
once it gets a fair hold. The fact that it is the — 
generation of ticks which carry the infection 9% 
accounts for many of the peculiar features of eta 
outbreaks. Of course, in those districts where = 
disease becomes endemic, the stock reared there ath 
gradually immune by the elimination of the susceptl 
animals. This is the case on the coast lands of ? +" 
yet cattle taken from there to Rhodesia succum™, 
the disease as easily as those just newly import Pe 
the few facts here presented it will be seen thatt "4 
a great deal has been done with the limited means ® sil 
disposal of the South African investigators, os his : 
a great deal to do, and the field before Dr. 40° 
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very wide one. So far as past investigations have been 
turned to practical purpose, the decision was arrived at 
to endeavour to suppress the ticks : but those who have 
any experience of the South African veld will realise 
how formidable this task is likely to prove. The hope 
is expressed that by inoculation—which has proved 
fairly effective in dealing with the disease in its 
milder forms in the Colony and elsewhere, salvation 
will ultimately be found. But it has not so far proved 
entirely successful. The use of dipping tanks for all 
cattle in order to kill off the ticks, and keep them com- 
paratively free of tick infection, has also been tried, so 
that Dr. Koch should be able to make a very good start 
with certain ascertained data, and it is to be hoped that 
he will succeed in discovering some system by which the 
disease may be brought under control. One thing is 
certain. If some preventive or curative is not discovered, 
the disease will seriously interfere with the restocking 
of the northern districts. With such a disease spreading 
South through the Transvaal unchecked, the chances of 
——— stock would be very poor indeed—Cape 
imes. 


Appointment of Bacteriologist. 


Board of Agriculture, 
Cape Town, Jan. 14, 1903. 


His Excellency the Governor in Council, has been 
pleased to approve of the appointment, under the provi- 
sions of Section 20 of Act No. 32 of 1895, of Mr. 
Wittiam Ropertson, M.R.C.V.S., as Bacteriologist to 
the Department of —— the appointment to 
take effect from the 1st July, 1902. 

CURREY, 
Under Secretary for Agriculture. 
~The Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette. 


_ Sulphur as a Substitute for Iodoform. 


Sulphur is very useful in sluggish ulcers. Kharitonow 
recommends it as a substitute for iodoform, it exercises 
an analogous action and has a rapid and energetic action 
of a beneficial character.—Sem. Méd. 


— 


OBITUARY. 
James Leccert, M.R.C.V.S., High St., Hanwell, Midx. 
Graduated, Lond: April, 1839. 


“ 
Weregret to announce the death of Mr. James Leg- 
gett, which occurred on Tuesday afternoon, Feb. 3. The 
ee gentleman, who was in his 88th year, was busy 
be his professional engagements as late as January 
Cont a he inspected the horses for the District 
Nae fire engine. It was on this day that he con- 
whict R. chill, which led to an attack of bronchitis, 
funerd) eading to heart failure, caused his death. The 
me is fixed for Thursday, 12th inst., at the Parish 
fomite at 3 pm., the interment taking place in the 
y stave in the churchyard. There will be no flowers, 
y The request of the deceased. 
R.. = of Mr. Leggett severs theoldest link be- 
Sufolh ern Hanwell and the ancient parish. Born in 
when ste September 26th, 1815, he came to Hanwell 
Mr md three years of age. He was the third son of 
lished who came to London and estab- 
ae arrier’s forge when James was one month old. 
mh ree an later, in 1818, the family removed to 
which we settled down ina house now demolished, 
ceased aw Opposite the recent residence of the 
of the hoe éman. The whole of the land in the rear 
E six years of was then an open field. When James was 
house ocey age, In 1822, the family removed into the 
pied by the deceased at his death, and where 


he consequently resided for over eighty years, during 
which time his father and himself carried on a farrier’s 
and veterinary surgeon’s business. On leaving school, 
James was yee timekeeper to the building works 
of the Hanwell Asylum. He was present in that capacity 
at the laying of the foundation stone, and held the post 
until the completion of the structure. Since that time 
he has been the veterinary adviser to the same establish- 
ment. On his father’s retirement from business, he 
carried iton. He attended a course of lectures at the 
Royal Veterinary College in 1838-9, and successfully 
passed the examinations. During his attendance at 
these lectures he walked weekly to and from London. 
For thirty-seven years he was vecerinary inspector for 
the Middlesex County Council and its predecessors in 
office. Some eleven years since the deceased married 
Mrs. Noy, of Brentford, who survives him. 

In many respects the deceased gentleman was eccen- 
tric. For many years previous to his marriage he never 
slept in bed, passing the nights in an arm-chair. Until 
the same period he for very many years refused t» send 
in accounts to his clients. His recollections of Old 
Hanwell were most vivid and interesting. He well 
remembered assisting ofttimes to render the passage of 
the stage coaches possible through the village by placing 
faggots and planks to aid them over the road swamps. 
Every year, also, in his young days, a grand féte was 
held round the ancient well in the Spring Field, now 
enclosed in the site of the playground of St. Ann’s 
Schools. 

The deceased was much respected in Hanwell and 
the vicinity, where his familiar hale and hearty figure 
will be greatly missed.”—Z'he Middlesex County Times. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


os THE A.V.D. AND COL. LONG. 
ir, 


Last week you published a letter signed V.S. showing 
to me, and perhaps to many others, another side of the 
“Long affair.” Your correspondent divides his letter 
into three parts, by asking himself three questions. He 
first asks why Col. Long was given this extraordinary 
appointment ? and answers it by stating that the De- 
partment was ina state of chaos etc. etc. From what 
follows I believe this statement as far as the condition of 
the department was in, is likely to becorrect. But I will 
go back and repeat his question and ask him to again 
consider his query, Why was Col. Long appointed? Let 
me state the facts. Col. Long, under General Buller, 
lost his guns at Colenso, whether Buller was to blame 
for ordering Long into the death trap that he found 
himself in, or that Long found himself in such a posi- 
tion through carelessness or bad scouting, I hold, as 
veterinary surgeons, we have nothing whatever to do 
with. These are statements which we have all seen 
stated and discussed in the press, and I do not intend to 
take either one side or the other. The fact remains, 
however, that Col. Long lost his guns, and was neither 
reapp?inted nor sent home. After many months (V.S. 
may be able to tell me if I am correct) General Ian 
Hamilton appointed him as Inspector of Veterinary 
Hospitals. Why ? because they had no other job for him. 
If he had not lost his guns I am certain we would 
never have heard of his special qualifications for this 
appointment. 

Second question—Did matters improve under Col. 
Long? From the answer that follows there can be no 

uestion but that matters vastly improved after Colonel 
Longs appointment. Again I am compelled to ask your 
correspondent, why things improved? Wasit on account 
of Col. Long’s special a of the treatment of 


horses in disease? If this is so, why go to college when 
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better training and better jobs can be got without it ? 
Let us notice what the Colonel did to improve matters. 
He had stables erected, supplied pharmacies and offices, 
supplied mangers and troughs, had water laid on, pro- 
vided better standing for the horses, provided rations so 
that V.S. could get what they wanted for their patients, 
increased the subordinate staff, supplied drugs, instru- 
ments and appliances, finally the general condition of 
the sick and unfit attended to. Are we to believe that 
the above list of requirements were quite unknown to 
the P.V.O., or was he too lazy to ask for them? 

From personal experience of | own student days I 
frankly admit that the best men did not enter the A.V.D. 
but occasionally a good man did enter. Surely in all 
South Africa there was somebody who knew all that Col. 
Long seems to have known by the facts stated by V.S. 
I can see no special knowledge displayed by advising the 
different things, but simply that the different V.S. Col. 
Long met when inspecting told him of their requirements, 
he took their advice, and had the necessaries sent on to 
them. Whatcould Col. Long know of the drugs or in- 
struments required? I don’t know, perhaps V.S. does. 
The reasonable solution of the query seems to me to be, 
Col. Long was not affected with swelled head, he visited 
his —. he heard his subordinates statements, and he 
had the power to order what he liked and to see that his 
orders were carried out. ’ 

Question three—Did the P.V.O. in South Africa re- 
sign? Your correspondent forgets to answer his own 
question, and I regret that I cannot inform him as I do 
not know even the name of this officer. I hope V.S. 
does not mean us to believe that what Col. Long did was 
beyond the capabilities of the P.V.O. or any other mem- 
ber of the A.V.D., if this was so no wonder Mr. Brod- 
rick refuses them rank and better pay ; I, personally, 
would not even consider them qualified for the post of 
foreman in a sick stable. 

In conclusion J should like to assure V.S. that I accept 
every word of his facts as correct, and believe that Col. 
Long made changes that the P.V.O. seemed incapable 
of. The query I now put to him is—Was the P.V.O. in- 
capable from want of power or lack of knowledge ?’— 


Yours truly, 
OTHER V.S. 


i. WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
ir, 


In your report of recent meeting of the Eastern Coun- 
ties V.M.S. the President is reported to have said :— 
“ Animals came to the forge to be shod with feet some- 
what seedy. They frequently came from undrained 
stables where septic matter got into the foot. He would 
like the opinion of members whether in shoeing a horse 
with feet worn down and having fissures containing 
septic matter the application of a hot shoe would create 
activity in the organisms and produce septic laminitis, 
followed by metastatic pneumonia.” 

Now I submit that the majority of horses come from 
inefficiently drained stables, that 99 out of every 100 
horses have septic matter in the foot, and so long as 
that septic matter doesn’t penetrate the horn of the foot 
and reach the soft tissues beneath, it will occasion no 
harm whatever. If there is a fissure through the horn 
the horse will almost certainly go lame and most certainly 
ought not to be shod at all. P think most men would 
say that a shoe that has recently been red hot is about 
the most sterile thing that could be applied to anything, 
and certainly will not cause organisms to propagate, or 
increase their septicity. 

Then the President goes on to say, as reported: “The 
presence of a nail close to the part might complicate 


matters, but he did not think septic matter was often 
conveyed to the foot by a nail, but that it was due to! 


the septic fluids in the foot, heated by the shoe to such | Weekly Scotsmrn, The Waterford News. 


a temperature that activity in the organism was created 
and absorption promoted.” The presence of a nail near 
the part would again, I venture to say, not influence the 
matter one iota unless it — on or penetrated the 
soft tissues of the foot, and then the nail is about the 
most frequent sinner I, and I venture to say most 
veterinary surgeons, meet with as a conveyor of septic 
matter. As regarde the rest of the sentence “ that it 
was due to septic fluids in the foot heated by the shoe 
to such a temperature (boiling septic fluids I suppose) 
that activity in the organism was created and absorp- 
tion promoted,” well! I don’t understand it. 1 suppose 
I am dense, but [ am of opinion that no shoe ought to 
be put on if there are “septic fluids” in the foot until 
those “septic fluids” have been got out. 

Then as regards cases of “laminitis brought about by 
an overheated shoe.” They generally call this “burnt 
sole” where I come from.—Yours truly, G. Mayatu. 


THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE'S NEW 
ARRANGEMENTS. 
ir, 

You can scarcely wonder, I am sure, that the Board's 
new arrangements for dealing with swine fever cases 
have aroused the ire of those veterinary inspectors (ap- 
pointed by influential oo who have sought todo 
their duty faithfully as local inspectors. 

It has been my privilege to act for the Board for 
nearly twenty years, and I have on many occasions 
neglected my private cases in order to carry out the 
Board’s instructions. It has always been my endeavour 
to assist the Board in preventing the spread of swine 
fever, making post-mortems and thoroughly 
disinfecting self and any attendants. 

If the Board had decided that their permanent staff 
inspectors should visit every suspected case of swine 
fever one could not complain, but it will be very irrita: 
ting indeed to find a neighbouring ppm A surgeon 
called in to attend my client’s pigs, especially as it's 
certain to lead to unpleasant questioning “ How is it you 
are not the Inspector now?” “ How is it Mr. So-and-So 
has got the appointment ?” ’ 

Pigkeepers will naturally wonder if one has been guilty 
of some omission. It is not easy to explain when a V.S. 
in private practice comes along from a town a few miles 
away; and there isa grave fear in cases like my owl 
that the change will deprive one of a certain amount 
of confidence amongst one’s own clients. 

The sister profession are not placed in this unfortunate 
position, and I am very sorry indeed that veterinary 
surgeons’ interests are being so lightly regarded. The 
Board’s new regulations certainly tempt a chagrin 
man to commit offences which will tend to increase 
rather than diminish the cases of swine fever, and the 
regulations must cause valuable time to be lost. 

hope, sir, that these matters will be taken into co 
sideration, and that a desire to “ do unto others as 
would have others do unto us” will prompt a revision 


this new arrangement.— Yours faithfully, 
LocaL INSPECTOR. 


ECEIVED.— Messrs. 


Communications, Books, aND PaPers 
D. Fairbank, J.McKenny, A.J.Sewell, H. M. Ging 
G. Mayall, F. Hobday, T. Wolsey, S. Lomas, E. “f" o 
Clement Baxter, H.T.Ryan, G. Whitehead, 
Hay, Stephens & Co. Major J. vs." 

Gardner. F.E.P. ‘Another’: 
‘* A Country Solicitor.” , 

Leitfaden fiir Fleischbeschauer,” by D. K. 
“The Pathology of Infectious Diseases of Animals, by CE 
‘* Report upon Texes Fever or Redwater in gn y 
Gray and W. Robertson: The Cape of Good Hope iadleset 
Gazette, The Agricultural Journal (Cape), 
County Times, The Carlisle Journal, The Capé ; 
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